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I. PROPOSAL.  Write a brief abstract, not exceeding 100 words, which describes the overall content of the 
proposal. 

 
This proposal changes the outcomes of ALLH 3341 Death and Dying.  The new outcomes are in alignment with 
IOM recommendations for improving quality and honoring individual preferences near the end of life, as well as 
basic tenets of thanatology.  The new outcomes also use language approved by the curriculum committee.   

 
 

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSAL.  Provide a response for each letter, A-H, and for each Roman Numeral II–
V.  If any section does not apply to your proposal, reply N/A. 
 

A. Deletion of course(s) or credit(s) from program(s) N/A 
 
 
 

Total hours deleted.   
 

B. Addition of course(s) or credit(s) from program(s) N/A 
 
 
 
 

 
Total hours added. 

 
 

C. Provision for interchangeable use of course(s) with program(s) N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Revision of course content.  Include, as an appendix, a revised course description, written in complete 
sentences, suitable for use in the university catalog.  See Appendix A 
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E. Other changes to existing courses such as changes to title, course number, and elective or required 
status. 

 
N/A 

 
 

F. Creation of new course(s).  For each new course 
 
1. Designate the course number, title, units of credit, prerequisites (if any), ownership (FSU or shared) 

and specify its status as an elective or required course.  If you are creating a shared course, attach a 
memo from the Deans of the affected Schools explaining the rationale for the course being shared. 
N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Include, as an appendix, a course description, written in complete sentences, suitable for use in the 
college catalog.  See Appendix A 

 
3. Include, as an appendix, a detailed course outline consisting of at least two levels.  See Appendix A 

 
 

4. In order to meet the requirements as outlined in Goal One of the Strategic Plan, please include 
Outcome Competencies and Methods of Assessment as an appendix.  Examples are available upon 
request from the Chair of the Curriculum Committee.  See Appendix B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. Attach an itemized summary of the present program(s) affected, if any, and of the proposed change(s). 
 

Describe how this proposal affects the hours needed to complete this program.  Specifically, what is 
the net gain or loss in hours?  Use the format for Current and Proposed Programs in Appendix A. 

 
N/A.  This course is currently offered as an elective and is not required for completion of any 
degree.  The proposed revisions will allow this course to also fulfill specified general studies 
requirements and therefore give students increased flexibility when selecting courses to fulfill 
requirements.   

  





 

4 
 

Appendix A 
Catalog Description 
ALLH 3341  Death and Dying…….3 hours 
This course provides a general overview of death and dying and related concepts.   In addition to learning about 
the physical manifestations of death and dying, students will explore cultural perspectives, grief and 
bereavement, and ethical and legal issues associated with death and dying.  Students will also discuss the role of 
healthcare professionals when caring for individuals and families experiencing death and dying. IOM 
recommendations for care of families and individuals at or near end of life are emphasized.   
 
 
ALLH 3341 
Death and Dying 
 
 
Course Outline 

I. Overview of Death and Dying  
a. Definitions and perspectives of life, health, illness, death and dying 
b. Epidemiology of death and dying across the lifespan 
c. Physiologic manifestations of death and dying 
d. After death practices 

II. Cultural perspectives of death and dying 
a. Cultural influences on death and dying 
b. Death and dying in America 
c. Death and dying across cultures 

III. Grief and Bereavement 
a. Definitions of grief and bereavement 
b. Stages of grief 
c. Coping with grief and bereavement 

IV. Ethical and legal issues related to death and dying 
a. Laws related to death and dying 
b. Ethical Principles 
c. Special Circumstances r/t death and dying 

V. Health Professionals’ roles related to death and dying 
a. Health professionals scope of practice 
b. IOM recommendations r/t dying in America 
c. Death and dying specialties 
d. Providing care to individuals and families experiencing death and dying 

VI. Developing a personal philosophy on life, death, and dying 
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Appendix B 
 

Course Outcomes and Measures 
Course Outcome Measure 

Describe processes of death and dying Video assignment 

Discuss grief and bereavement Video assignment 

Develop personal philosophy regarding life, 
death, and dying 

Personal philosophy paper 

Discuss social and cultural views and practices 
related to death and dying 

Comparison and contrast paper 

Describe the role of health professionals related 
to individuals and families experiencing death 
and dying 

What if?  Scenarios 

Analyze legal and ethical issues related to death 
and dying 

Case Study 

 

Description of Measures 
 
Video Assignment:  After viewing a video that depicts families and individuals experiencing death and dying, 
students will complete a written assignment that describes the processes of death and dying as well as the stages 
of grief displayed in the video.  Descriptions must be supported by accurate information from the video and 
other credible resources.   
 
Comparison and Contrast Paper:  Students will select a cultural group to research.  Students will compare 
and contrast the views and practices of that cultural group (in relation to death and dying) with those of their 
personal cultural group in a professionally written 2-3 page essay.  Students must support ideas with credible 
sources.  
 
What if? Scenarios: Students will be presented with several “what if?” scenarios related to death and dying and 
construct responses for appropriate ways for healthcare professionals to handle scenarios.  Answers must reflect 
recommendations put forth by the IOM, be fully developed, and logical.   
 
Case Study:  Students will be asked to analyze a death and dying case study using legal and ethical principles 
learned in class.   
 
Personal Philosophy paper:  As a final assignment, students will develop and write their personal philosophy 
of life, death, and dying.  Philosophies must be professionally written and reflect concepts presented throughout 
the class.   
 
 
 


